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but State sales taxes are not right now 
but for the provision that will expire 
by the end of the year. This is an im-
portant issue to my constituents and a 
matter of fundamental fairness. 

In 2009, 2.1 million taxpayers in Texas 
claimed almost $4 billion in deduc-
tions. According to tax comptroller 
Susan Combs, extending the sales tax 
deduction will benefit millions of Tex-
ans who are working hard to keep our 
Nation’s economy vibrant. 

I am proud my State has been a bea-
con from the economic standpoint of 
opportunity where people have voted 
with their feet, and they have moved 
from places where they don’t have jobs 
and don’t have opportunities to Texas 
where they do. It is no coincidence that 
as a result of the most recent reappor-
tionment, Texas got four new congres-
sional seats. This is primarily due to 
people moving to where the oppor-
tunity is. It makes perfect sense. 

Why would we want to do anything 
that would threaten the economy of 
Texas or any other State of the Union? 
We know the President will give an-
other speech to the American people 
tomorrow night, and he will send his 
budget—as required by law—to Con-
gress early next month. At this time, 
the American people will be able to see 
for themselves if we have a leader who 
possesses the audacity to bring us to-
gether to right the ship or one who will 
lead us down a path that has brought 
the economies of Europe to the brink 
of economic disaster and a permanent 
lower standard of life. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota. 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 

ask to speak as if in morning business 
for 2 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ST. CROIX BRIDGE 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, we 
are about to pass unanimously the St. 
Croix bill. It is something we have been 
working on very hard—the two Sen-
ators from Minnesota, myself, Senator 
FRANKEN, Senator JOHNSON, as well as 
Senator KOHL—to get through the Sen-
ate. 

This bill allows a bridge to be built 
that has been waiting for 30 years. It is 
a bridge that exists now and is a beau-
tiful bridge, but it is falling apart. 
Pieces of the bridge have fallen into 
the St. Croix River. It is a bridge that 
is expected to take 18,000 cars a day, 
and the Department of Transportation 
and the State of Minnesota believe 
very strongly we need a new bridge. 

This legislation allows the bridge to 
move forward. I appreciate all of the 
help from my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle. They have helped me to 
work on this legislation over the last 
few months. Senator COBURN had some 
changes at the end, and we worked 
with every single Senator to get this 
done. 

The bill now moves to the House 
where it also enjoys bipartisan support, 
and both Governors of both States sup-
port this bill. They will then be al-
lowed to build the bridge they want. 

There has been questions raised 
about whether this creates some kind 
of precedent under the Scenic Rivers 
Act. This is a very unique situation. It 
has taken us a year to pass. We are in 
a situation where any new bridge 
would need an exemption to the Scenic 
Rivers Act. 

We are pleased this bill is getting 
passed today. I don’t believe anyone be-
lieved we could have done this unani-
mously after 30 years of work, but to-
night we are getting it done. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO ADRIENNE POWERS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 

to honor Adrienne Powers, who re-
cently retired as Head Interior De-
signer for the Architect of the Capitol 
at the end of last year. 

Many on Capitol Hill join my wife, 
Landra, and me in expressing a sincere 
and warm congratulations on a well- 
earned retirement to Adrienne. Al-
though her stylistic genius and sensi-
tivity to the integrity and history of 
the walls and floors of the Capitol will 
be missed, she has left an indelible 
mark that will not be forgotten. 

In 1984, after receiving her Bachelor’s 
degree in interior design from Amer-
ican University, Adrienne began her 
career as an interior designer with the 
Architect of the Capitol. Her first as-
signment was to style the legendary 
Senator Moynihan’s third floor office 
in the Russell Senate Office Building. 
After impressing Senator Moynihan 
with her ornate style and keen eye for 
fine art, other Senators quickly sought 
her services for their offices as well. 
This trend continued until she recently 
retired, making her one of the most 
popular figures among Members on 
both sides of the aisle and Capitol. 

One would struggle to find some part 
of the Capitol that has not been im-
proved by Adrienne’s immense talent 
and impeccable taste. After 27 remark-
able years balancing history and pur-
pose, she leaves behind an indebted 
community on Capitol Hill that will 
forever remember her friendship, pro-
fessionalism and dedication. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE FINANCIAL 
GUIDANCE CENTER 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to honor the Financial Guidance Cen-
ter, FGC, a nonprofit organization that 
has remained steadfast in its commit-
ment to providing financial literacy 
services to all Nevadans. 

This year marks 40 years of empow-
ering Nevadans by providing quality fi-
nancial and credit counseling. FGC is a 
HUD-approved housing counseling 
agency, accredited by the Council of 
Accreditation and a member of the Na-
tional Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling. 

More than ever, their services are 
crucial to countless homeowners in Ne-
vada. FGC provides access to free fi-
nancial, housing, and bankruptcy coun-
seling, debt management, downpay-
ment assistance, and financial literacy 
programs that are essential to making 
our communities more financially 
sound. The Financial Guidance Center 
should be proud of its enduring resolve 
to provide families with the important 
tools that contribute to a healthy com-
munity. 

Selected by the Las Vegas Chamber 
of Commerce as the 2010 Non-Profit of 
the Year, FGC has remained dedicated 
to helping Americans get back on their 
feet, reach their housing goals, and at-
tain much needed financial sustain-
ability in trying economic times. 

I am pleased to stand today in rec-
ognition of the Financial Guidance 
Center and their many contributions to 
Nevada and Utah, and I wish them con-
tinued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JHETT JOHNSON 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor a true American 
Cowboy, Jhett Johnson. At the Wran-
gler National Finals Rodeo in Las 
Vegas, Jhett and his teammate, Turtle 
Powell, took home the gold buckle in 
the team roping competition after 10 
rounds of competition against the best 
of the best. 

Those of us in Wyoming talk about 
the Code of the West. As a sixth-gen-
eration Wyoming rancher and now a 
world champion rodeo cowboy, Jhett 
Johnson personifies the code. He lives 
each day with courage, takes pride in 
his work, and rides for the brand. Jhett 
has demonstrated this in all aspects of 
his life, not just his rodeo career. When 
still in his twenties, Jhett survived 
cancer. He approached his illness, and 
his recovery, by living the code. He 
wanted to finish what he started, and 
he intended to do what needed to be 
done. He knew that there were hun-
dreds of rodeos ahead of him, and he 
wasn’t going to let cancer slow him 
down. 

We can all learn from Jhett Johnson 
and his teammate, Turtle Powell. 
Team roping is not an individual sport. 
You must trust your partner. Team 
roping takes in incredible amount of 
practice and skill, but you must ac-
knowledge that sometimes you catch 
one and sometimes you don’t. Com-
peting requires miles and miles of trav-
el to rodeos across our great Nation, 
which means time away from family 
and loved ones. 

When he is not rodeoing, Jhett en-
joys training horses on the family 
ranch near Casper, WY. He is the de-
voted husband to Jenny and father to 
three sons, Kellan, Carson, and Cress. 

Mr. President, join me in congratu-
lating Wyoming’s world champion cow-
boy, Jhett Johnson, on his terrific ac-
complishments. 
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